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Report of the Historical Commission of South Carolina. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of South Carolina. | 

Gentlemen: The Historical Commission of South Carolina begs 
leave to make the following report: 

The records entrusted to the care of the Commission have been 
preserved in good condition, and have been much consulted by per- 
sons from different portions of the United States. The past history 
of South Carolina, especially that pertaining to the institutional and 
constitutional development of the State, is an object of much atten- 
tion, and students in several leading universities have spent their 
vacations in Columbia, gathering material for historical theses. It is 
a matter of congratulation that our own people are every day mani- 
festing greater interest in State and local history, and are becoming 
more and more familiar with the exceedingly valuable records that 
are stored away in our archives. 

While, however, admirable indexes have been made of other re- 
cords, no steps have yet been taken to compile a general index of the 
Legislative Records, that extend in practically unbroken sequence 
from the first settlement of South Carolina to the present. These 
records are, as may be seen at a glance, exceedingly rich in facts and 
precedents ; and afford an admirable insight into the life and thought 
and aspirations of the people. No less interesting are the Indian 
books, containing records of treaties, accounts of Indian massacres 
and battles, and details of the hazardous life led by brave settlers in 
the back country, which they were subduing to themselves in the face 
of hostile redskins and dangerous wild beasts. In these manuscript 
volumes are found hidden incidents as romantic and as thrilling as 
any that have formed the theme of inspiration of a Campbell or a 
Cooper, of a Parkman, or the chroniclers of New England or Ken- 
tucky. 

A general index is needed, both for the convenience of investiga- 
tors, and for the preservation of these invaluable books, since wear 
and tear would be much lessened, could the searcher turn at once to 
the page containing the desired information. 

But the Commission desires especially to call the attention of the 
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members of the General Assembly and the people at large to the con- 
dition of much of the manuscript material in the State archives... It 
will be remembered that while the State House was undergoing 
renovation and improvement, vouchers and other papers on file in 
each department were stored in outhouses. Frequent removals were 
attended with the breakage of boxes, the opening of packages, and 
the scattering of papers almost literally “to the winds.” On the 
completion of the building these papers, old and new, important and 
unimportant, were dumped by convict labor in an unused room in the 
third story. Since that time unbound volumes of the General Stat- 
utes of 1880 have been piled in the same room, and poll lists, super- 
fluous copies of pamphlet reports, old furniture and debris of various 
kinds, have been thrown in promiscuously, so that at present there is 
a mass of papers apparently several feet deep all over the floor, in 
almost inextricable confusion. A casual search of an hour or two 
revealed the following papers and books: 

The “blotter” Journals of the House of Representatives for a num- 
ber of years. ‘That for 1792 contained the following items not else- 
where recorded: The tally of the ballots for Governor and Lieuten- 
ant Governor, for United States Senator, for Presidential electors, 
for Register of Mesne Conveyance of Charleston, &c.—giving not 
only the candidates, but the votes received in the Senate and in the 
House. 

A number of lengthy printed petitions against duelling from citi- 
zens in different parts of the State. From the fact that one of the 
petitions is numbered “21,” it is probable that a search would bring 
to light the whole number, one from each District and Parish. These 
petitions were signed autographically, and thus give a most interest- 
ing census of the citizens of the State. 

A petition, dated 1805, signed by more than a hundred citizens of 
Barnwell and Orangeburg, asking for a new judicial district, of 
which the bounds are definitely given. 

An autograph letter from Col. Wm. Bratton, in regard to certain 
alleged irregularities in an election for officers of the Militia. 

A batch of autograph messages from one of the early Governors, 
which messages cannot probably be found elsewhere. 

A list of ninety-nine pensioners of the Revolution, paid by George 
Witherspoon, Treasurer, 1798-99. 

A list of names purporting to be the pay roll of Sumter’s Brigade, 
with the number of negroes paid to them and the number still due. 
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(This does not seem to be the full brigade list, but only that for cer- 
t#in years. ) 

A large number of accounts of individual militiamen, with the 
number of days served by each, and accounts of those who fed the 
militia. These small papers seem to be scattered in different places 
in the room, and it would require considerable care to rescue them 
all; yet they are of exceeding importance, as containing the only au- 
thentic proof of service of many of our heroes of the Revolution. 

A partial report of the Commissioners appointed to sell lots in Co- 
lumbia, with a list of the first purchasers of the lots, and the price 
given. 

Reports of committees of the Legislature on various subjects, for 
different years. 

Returns of Solicitors, giving names of parties indicted and tried at 
terms of Court. 

Reports of public schools for different years, from which may be 
gathered the names of many teachers in various parts of the State. 

This list, taken at random, is given as an indication of what may 
be found in these scattered manuscripts. 

Other States would spend thousands of dollars for the arrange- 
ment and preservation of such records, South Carolina cannot afford 
to disregard their condition. The Commission believes that the Leg- 
islature has not taken steps to preserve these records, simply because 
its attention has not heretofore been called to them. To suffer them 
to remain in this condition longer would be cause for mortification to 
the people. 

The Commission recommends that the General Assembly appro- 
priate the sum of $1,000, to be devoted to the collection, arrangement 
and preservation of these records, and towards the beginning of a 
general index to documents as yet not indexed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. H. Tompkins, 
Secretary of State and ex officio Chairman. 
Henry McIver, 
W. C. BENET, 
42. SEIN DAE: 
R. Means Davis, 
Secretary of Board. 
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